CHAPTER  X

HUNTING BIG GAME

To East Africa with the Duke of Gloucester. Mombasa gaiety.
An inconvenient present. Fantasia at Nairobi. Tea with the
nuns at Entebbe. Shooting a crocodile. Elephants. Pearson's
frankness. A lion hunt. King George the Fifth's illness.
Back home in nine and a half days.

fnp^HE time had come for the Prince of Wales to
I take account of his bill of health. Up till now
JL he had rarely been able to withdraw from the
stare of the public eye. The play in which he was taking
part had been so constructed that he could leave the
stage only for comparatively brief intervals and, even
then, he must wait in the wings listening for his next
cue. He now began to consider the possibility of taking
a holiday which would involve as little publicity as
possible. He began to consider this; but before it
could be realized there were innumerable engagements
to be carried out in England. He had no sooner
embarked upon this heavy programme than it was
interrupted, first by the death of his grandmother,
Queen Alexandra, then by that hunting accident which
resulted in a broken collar-bone, and to which reference
has already been made. Soon after, the provincial pro-
gramme was resumed. Bkmingham saw him a month
or so after the accident. As the Earl of Chester he
travelled to Biarritz for a brief holiday. Then came
news of the General Strike and he immediately returned
to London, flying for the last stage of the journey.

The list of towns he visited during 1926 suggests
that he was attempting to complete two years' work in
one. The period marks an activity which can only be
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